
NWO and STW announce: Six VENI’s and VIDI’s at LION 
 
 
Leiden, November 24, 2009. Not one, not two, but a 
grand total of three VIDI’s have been awarded to 
LION researchers. Add this to the three VENI 
grants our researchers got earlier this month, and 
you get to an unprecedented number of six grants in 
one application round. Amounting to a grand total 
of € 3.150.000. Reason enough for a party at the 
Leiden’s physics department. 
 
From left to right and top to bottom: LION’s Brian 
Tighe, Marcel Rost, Peter Zijlstra, Sense Jan van 
der Molen, Merlijn van Spengen 
 
 
Out of all VENI candidates, NWO and STW selected the most promising 
researchers. For the VENI, eighteen grants were awarded to Leiden 
University, three of which to the Leiden Institute of Physics (LION). Each 
laureate receives € 250.000 to execute the research project of their choice. 
The VIDI is aimed at researchers who have been a postdoc for several years. 
Laureates receive € 800.000 to develop their own, innovative line of research. 
 
Vladimir Juricic will join LION in half a year 
 
 
The laureates and their projects are:  

·  Marcel Rost - VIDI 
Growth and Evolution of Polycrystalline Thin Films: from Fundamental 
Atomistics to Coatings and Interconnects 

·  Sense Jan van der Molen - VIDI 
Visualization of charge transport through single molecules 

·  Merlijn van Spengen - VIDI 
Slippery when dry: Eliminating nanoscale friction for micromachines 

·  Peter Zijlstra - VENI 
Probing the inside of a living cell with an optically trapped gold nanorod 

·  Brian Tighe - VENI  
Floppiness and Flow 

·  Vladimir Juricic - VENI  
Exploring curved grapheme 

 
Press release NWO: http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_7Y3J5T  
Press release STW: http://www.stw.nl/Nieuws/20091124.htm  
 


